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Remarks 

Claims 1-6, 8-10, and 12-29 are pending. Claims 12-29 have been cancelled. Claims 12- 
29 have been withdrawn from consideration. Claims 1 and 8 are amended. 

Restriction Requirement 

Claims 1-6, 8-10, and 12-29 are pending. Claims 1-6, 8-10, and 12-29 were restricted under 
35 USC §121 as follows: 

I. Claims 1-6 and 8-10 are said to be drawn to an apparatus for flame-perforating film, 
classified in Class 425, subclass 290; and 

II. Claims 12-29 are said to be drawn to a method for flame-perforating film, classified 
in class 264, subclass 80. 

During a telephone conversation with Examiner Heckenberg on September 14, 2005, a 
provisional election was made without traverse to elect Group I. 
In response, Applicants elect Group I. 

Objections 

Claim 8 was objected to for depending upon an apparatus claim, but reciting "a method.* 3 
Applicants have corrected the error. 

Double Patenting 

Claims 1-6 and 8-10 stand provisionally rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-1 1 of copending 
Application No. 10/267,538 in view of GB 783,664. 

With this Response, Applicants have submitted a Terminal Disclaimer in compliance with 
| 37 CFR 1 .321(c). Accordingly, the above rejection of the claims should be withdrawn. 

§ 103 Rejections 
i 

j Claims 1-3, 9, and 10 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

| GB 783,664 in view of GB 1,031,040. The Patent Office submits in part that: GB 783,664 

! 
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discloses an apparatus for treating polyethylene films having a backing roll, a support surface for 
the film, a burner pipe and burner torch opposite the support surface and notes that the fuel for 
the burner is a oxygen-fuel gas mixture; GB 783,664 does not disclose a support surface having 
a plurality or lowered portions, a frame to support the elements, or an air applicator for blowing 

i 

;j air onto the support surface.; and that GB 1,03 1,040 discloses an apparatus for processing 

i thermoplastic films having a support surface with a plurality of lowered portions, a frame for the 

elements, and an air applicator attached to the frame for blowing air onto the support surface. 

The invention as now claimed by Applicants is an apparatus for flame perforating a film 
comprising a frame, a support surface, a burner, a burner pipe, an oxygen enrichment system, and 
a liquid applicator attached to the frame for applying liquid onto the support surface. Neither GB 
783,664 or GB 1,031,040 alone or in combination as suggested, disclose or suggest the invention 
as now claimed in claim 1. For at least this reason, the combination of the references as 
suggested does not render the invention as now claimed obvious. Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully request that the above rejection of the claims be withdrawn. 

Claims 4-6 and 8 stand rejected under 35 USC § 103(a) as being unpatentable over GB 
783,664 in view of GB 1,031,040 and in further view of GB 1,085,949. 

GB 783,664 and GB 1,03 1 ,040 have been discussed above. Applicants submit that the 
disclosure of GB 1 ,085,949 does not provide the deficient elements lacking in the primary and 
secondary references. For at least this reason, Applicants submit that the suggested combination 
of references does not render the invention as now claimed in claim 1, and claims dependent 
from claim 1 obvious. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that flie above rejection of 
the claims be withdrawn. 

In view of the above, it is submitted that the application is in condition for allowance. 
Reconsideration of the application is requested. 
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Allowance of claims 1*6 and 8-10, as amended at m early date is solicited. 
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